Percussion Etude/Audition Grading Criteria

0-9 An attempt was made to play the etude. Tone quality may be poor and many of the
notes/rhythms are wrong due to lack of preparation and/or fundamental skill. The student may
not have finished the excerpt.

10-20 There is a superficial level of preparation and the presence of some fundamental
technical skill. Wrong notes and rhythms are a constant distraction, and little or no attention to

indicated in order to facilitate accurate perférnﬁn&. The ';-)é;fé;r;w’er occasionally displays
expressive qualities which elevate the piece beyond mere notes. Performers who score above 50
demonstrate qualities consistent with a UIL Division I rating.

61-75 Virtually all notes, rhythms, articulations, dynamics, tempos, and phrasing are correct
and performed confidently. Breathing supports the phrase and is natural; it rarely causes
distraction. Hand/foot coordination is natural and results in accurate timing. Errors, if they occur,
are handled with maturity and poise. The performer demonstrates qualities worth of membership
in the All-Region Band.

76-88 The performer executes all of the technical demands of the piece fluently.
Inconsistencies in technique, articulation, phrase direction, and tone quality in extreme ranges
and at extreme dynamic levels may be present but are rare. Hand/foot coordination is natural
and part of the overall performance. Moments of credible artistic expression are frequent as all
elements of a well-prepared performance are in place. The performance would be worthy of
Outstanding Soloist recognition at solo and ensemble competition and may qualify the performer
for membership in the All-Region Orchestra and to advance to the Area level.

89-94 There are no distractions to the listener and the technical execution (encompassing all
aspects of performance) of the piece is perceived as flawless. Articulation and tone quality are
clear within every style and are never a distraction. Expressive and artistic in every way, any
question regarding the musicality of the performance is reduced to a matter of personal taste.
The performance distinguishes the musician as among the best at the high school or college
level. This performance is worthy of selection to the All-State Band or All-State Orchestra.

95-100 This performance challenges the listener’s concept of the ideal. Professional in
all aspects, the performer and the presentation may be compared to the finest
musicians on the instrument.



